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Principals’ Message  
As demonstrated in March, our love of learning sparks 
innovative ideas from both our students and staff.  
When you met with teachers during parent conferences 
we hope you had an opportunity to view some of those 
incredible ideas come to fruition in the form of poetry, 
essays, science fair projects, artwork, music and 
interdisciplinary displays.  Our love of reading and 
science took center stage as students celebrated the 
Bowers Book Bonanza and the Science Fair/Invention 
Convention (see pgs. 3 and 4) The celebration of 
learning continues this April at Bowers as we begin with 
a celebration of math during our Family Fact Fluency 
Night.   
 
Beyond learning, we look to help our students develop 
skills that will allow them to persevere through 
challenging topics and difficult situations.  Take a 
moment to read each of our grade’s newsletters where 
they explain how social emotional learning is being 
addressed in each class.    
 
Spring break is fast approaching.  We hope that all of 
you enjoy this time together; and that your children 
return to Bowers ready to meet and exceed the 
academic goals they have set for themselves for the 
final months of school. 
 
                                     Sincerely, 
                                      Mary Lou Ruggiero 
                         Max Echevarria 

 

Newsletters 
Enjoy reading about all the events 
happening in our school and across the 
district.   
 

Kindergarten Newsletter 1st Grade Newsletter 

2nd Grade Newsletter 3rd Grade Newsletter 

4th Grade Newsletter Bowers Power Writer 

STEM Spotlight District Newsletter 

 
 

 

April Calendar of Events 
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 Family Fact 

Fluency Night 
5:30-7:00 
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    B 

Early Release 
Teacher PD 
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Town wide 
Chorus 7:00 pm 
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School Spirit Day 
PTA Movie NIght 

8 
  B 

 

9 
C 
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PTA Meeting  
6:30  
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Spring Break 
No School 

16 
 

Spring Break 
No School 

       17 
   
Spring Break 

No School 

18 
 
Spring Break 

No School 

19 
 
Spring Break 
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Social Media 
Safety - PTA 

   

 
 

Incoming Kindergarten Registration for 2019-2020 
If you have a child who will be five years of age on or before 
December 31, 2019, he/she is eligible for kindergarten in 
September, 2019. (Year of birth: 2014)   To register your child, 
you will need to go to the Manchester Public Schools’ website, 
mpspride.org, and select the REGISTRATION button at the top of 
the page. 

● Click on the link that reads “Click here for registration 
for 2019-2020” 

● You will need to Create An Account if you have not 
registered a child with Manchester Public Schools 
before.  Otherwise, use your InfoSnap account to sign 
in. 

Once you complete the online registration process, you will 
receive a phone call from the MPS Welcome Center to schedule 
a time to complete the registration with supporting documents.  
Please be advised that supporting documentation (original birth 
certificate, parent/guardian photo identification, the blue 
Connecticut state health assessment form, and three documents 
to provide proof of residency) will be required to complete the 
registration process. 

 
 

 

 

Bulldogs in the Spotlight 

 
For the month of April, we would like to spotlight a new staff 
member whose chief responsibility is to help our working families.  
She does this through the Manchester Early Learning Center’s 
before and after school program.   

Unified Arts Update 

 
 
In music, Kindergarten and 1st 
grade students are continuing to 
work on steady beat and 
accessing their “head voice” or 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BRQHsemdyYBJvJ_0mTtRkixx_5uMeHHN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12oARhC6I1B4nV7lLKNPqDmSmyCZt09nZhxhhIYnPv0E/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sC2F9jVAZKMkgX3cLtrADYOiIQi8ITFMhgWRrYPGvlc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1C1k8CM80jF_Sn8J2Dlve74WBQaWuU2REDed9Z0W8Qy0/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1s337mOmxhwVlmMR-6JdTnq7S593vtN88/view?usp=sharing
https://ct50000127.schoolwires.net/cms/lib/CT50000127/Centricity/domain/4/drafts/MPSApril1.html
https://www.mpspride.org/registration
http://mpspride.org/page.cfm?p=1105
http://mpspride.org/page.cfm?p=1105
http://mpspride.org/page.cfm?p=1105
http://mpspride.org/page.cfm?p=1105


 
Hello, I am Sara Bonino, the Bowers 
Program Manager for MELC.  I work with all 
grades at Bowers as I help to coordinate the 
before and after school program.  In 
addition, I work with kindergarten and first 
grade classroom teachers.  A fun fact about 
myself is that I am a big Boston Red Sox 
fan!  GO SOX!  I also love dogs :-) What I 
love most about working at Bowers is I 

really enjoy getting to know the students and staff.  As I get to do 
this on a daily basis, I especially like contributing to student 
learning.   

Mr. Vernali’s Art Class Showcase 

Hello Bowers Families!  There 
is a great opportunity for all of you to see some amazing artwork 
at the New Britain Museum of American Art.  Saturday admission 
from 10:00 am to noon is free! 

singing voice. Ask them to sing a “voice shape” that they 
might hear me play on the slide whistle! They are also 
working on moving in a musical way, both through space 
and in place.  
 
Second, third, and fourth graders are all continuing to write 
rhythmic patterns and are practicing rhythmic dictation, 
which is when you hear a rhythmic pattern, decode its 
syllables, and then write the pattern. 
 
Second graders are also working on group activities like 
steady beat passing games and simple folk dances. Third 
graders are beginning to read tonal patterns on the staff: 
ask your third grader to show you their “hand staff” and 
place Do Re Mi on it! Fourth graders are working hard on 
their chorus music and expanding their repertoire of canons 
and partner songs, as well as improving their literacy skills 
and working hard at playing Do Re Mi songs on the 
recorder. 
 
During April Break, take time to share a musical moment 
with your child. Read and sing a musical book, show them 
your favorite song, or even take the opportunity to teach 
them a song you liked when you were a child. 
Thanks, 
Ms. Peck 

 

Guest Readers 
 
During our Bowers Book Bonanza, we had guests who 
shared their love of reading with our students.  Special 
thanks to Mr. Matt Geary, Superintendent, Dr. Amy 
Radikus, Deputy Superintendent, Ms. Melanie 
Stefanovicz, BOE member, Ms. Kerri Kearney, 
Supervisor of Instructional Technology, and Mrs. Pari 
Ghetia, Director of Teaching and Learning - STEAM. 

 

The Bowers Staff would like to extend a special thank you to the PTA for the delicious snacks and lunches provided 
during parent conference week.  

 
 

 
Bowers Bulldog News 

On March 5th, Bowers had a special guest from the Connecticut Science Center.  Students had the opportunity to learn about 
centrifugal force, gravity, and other relevant topics.  This interactive assembly had students and teachers experiment in several 
scenarios that helped to illustrate how we are surrounded by science both here on Earth and in outer space.   



 

 
What a FABULOUS night we had at our Annual Bowers Science Fair/Invention Convention!  A special thank you to all that 
participated and their families for their support to help make this event a true SUCCESS!  It is incredible how many amazing 
scientist and inventors we have at Bowers!  We had over 60 fair test experiments and inventions judged this year! 
  
The official results are shown below.  First place in each category were invited to participate in our Manchester Public Schools 
District Science Fair and Invention Convention on Saturday, March 30, 2019 at Manchester High School.  While there is only 1 
first place slot in the two categories any student that participated is a winner for having an idea and bringing it to life.    
  
If you weren’t able to participate this year, we 
look forward to your participating next year!   

 

 

Gold Awards 

Congratulations to the Gold Award winners for the month of 
March! Great job demonstrating our school wide expectations 
including being engaged learners and being safe and 
respectful in both our words and actions! 

Golden Book Awards - Mrs. Cleary’s and Mrs. Avery’s 
classes 

Golden Volleyball Award - Mr. Deptula’s and Mrs. 
Sabatelli’s classes 

Golden Paintbrush - Ms. Litrico’s and Mrs. Avery’s 

Golden Recorder - Mrs. Avery’s and Mrs. Tluck’s 
classes 

Golden Cylinder (K-2) - Mr. Bradbury’s class 

Golden Cylinder (3-4) - Mrs. Garre’s class 
 

FRC Book Giveaway Winners for March: 

K- Kaiden Hogan         1st- Faith Kogut 

2nd- Jashawn Jenkins 3rd- Anizha Almond 

4th- Gavin Dusel 

 
 
 

 
 

The Family Resource Center has continued its amazing work with of all of our students.  Here is an update on all the incredible 
things going on.  In Girl Power we have been discussing topics such as responsibility, positivity, appropriately expressing 
emotions, and seeing things from others points of view, to name a few.  In Girl's Circle, the focus has been on respect, 
friendship, kindness, and having an open heart.  Lunch Bunch and PYD (positive youth development) groups have been 
meeting once per month and have been going really well. Even though it's April, we still have students asking to join!  The 

https://ct50000127.schoolwires.net/cms/lib/CT50000127/Centricity/domain/4/drafts/MPSApril1.html
https://ct50000127.schoolwires.net/cms/lib/CT50000127/Centricity/domain/4/drafts/MPSApril1.html


Ambassadors were also very active this month.  They guided our guest readers to the classrooms they would be reading in.  
They were also proud to accept a donation, on behalf of Bowers, in the amount of $1,000 from Bob's Discount Furniture.  The 
Bowers Book Bonanza Team asked the ambassadors for their ideas and input.  Here they are brainstorming ideas on how to 
spend the donation to support literacy at Bowers.    
 
The ambassadors are: 
Julia Berube,  Izabel Bishop, Kaden Bradford, Charlie Broneill, Keira Dunn, Finnegan Johnson,  Jayden Lamontagne, Destiny 
McCrorey,  Prasun Modi, Avery Molyneux, Jadalisse Morales, Brianna Osei-Baffour,  
Anila Pagan-Folston,  Gabriel Rader,  Aizen Ramos, Makayla Rowe, Jasmine 
Sanchez, Lauren Scott, Jayden Strickland, Emma Volkert,  Maya White,  Zorah 

Widofsky  *Missing from 
photos- Natalie May 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As part of our Book Bonanza Month, we were presented with an awesome opportunity for our Bowers readers! Bob’s Discount 
Furniture made a donation to our school to purchase books, as well as donating a book to all students who are in grades 
Kindergarten-Second grade. In addition to presenting the donation and the books, the UConn Husky Mascot was also here and 
read with all of our students.  A WFSB TV film crew visited our school and captured all the ways we keep the love of reading 
alive for our students.  

 
On Friday, March 29th, our 

students and staff closed our month long celebration of reading by dressing up like our favorite book characters.  Stay tuned for 
the March Madness bracket winner and for our upcoming guest author visit!   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FYI 
Emergency Dismissal and Delayed Opening Times 

New dismissal and delay schedules have been 
added this year.  This includes an emergency 
dismissal, a 2 hour delay and a 3 hour delay.  

Emergency Dismissal 2 Hour Delay 3 Hour Delay 

Start End Start End Start  End 

9:05 am 11:30 am 11:05 am 3:25 pm 12:05 pm 3:25 pm 
 

 
 

SAFETY and SECURITY at BOWERS 
● All visitors must enter through the main entrance on Princeton.  
● When picking your child up in the office, please note that ID is required. 
● Visitors, including family members, will only be able to eat lunch with children during our Family Resource Center Lunch 

Bunch Programs. 
● When buzzed into the office or MELC program, please do not let others enter with you. Kindly let them know that our 

security procedures dictate that each person wishing to enter must ring the doorbell and given entry by either office staff 
or MELC staff. Thanks for your cooperation! 

 
 



During Arrival and Dismissal Times  
● Please review the map, which designates areas 

where student drop off is allowed. There is no 
parking or standing on Princeton Street in 
front of the school between Henry and 
Harvard. If you want to see your child enter the 
school building, please park your car and walk 
your child to the entrance door. 

● The first bell rings at 8:55 and this is when 
walkers/dropped-off students may enter the 
building. While we make every effort to have a 
staff member by the arrival doors by 8:45 am, this 
is not always possible. Please do not drop off 
students early. 

● All students and family members who cross Henry 
Street should do so at the corner with the crossing 
guard or at the cross walk by the entrance to the 
bus loop. 

Thanks for your cooperation! 

 

 

 

 

 

              PTA Pipeline 

→ Thank you so much to all of the families who participated during the first week of March 
with the teacher luncheons as well as the book fair.  Both were a big success which sustained 
teachers and added lots of new books to our school!  
  
→ Next year will be here in a flash.  We need a couple more volunteers to keep the PTA 
going.  Please email the PTA about your interest in joining the board. 
 
→ We have two more meetings scheduled for this year: 

● Thursday, April 11 with grade 4 presenting news and nominees for the board for next 
year will be announced 

● Thursday, May 16 with our library media specialist presenting news and we will vote 
on the new board members 

→ Braided Pastries/Cookie Dough Pick-up; this Thursday, April 4 from 315-615. 
→ Be on the lookout for the Spirit Wear Spring order form; due out this month. 
→ Square 1 Art items can still be ordered online or by phone.  Order your child’s artwork on 
many useful, fun items.  They make great gifts for Mother’s Day or even for an upcoming 
holiday.  The deadline for all orders is April 8.  This is also a fundraiser for our school. 

 Online www.square1art.com          Phone 888.332.3294 

http://www.square1art.com/


→ Social Media Safety Presentation: Join us Tuesday, April 30 at 6:30 in the gymnasium.  One 
of our administrators, Jim Farrell, will be presenting an age appropriate social media safety 
presentation.  This presentation can help answer your questions about when your child should 
have a phone and ways to keep them safe with any kind of social media access.  If you have 
questions you would like addressed, please email them to the address below.  

bowersschoolpta@gmail.com  Facebook; Bowers Elementary School PTA 
→ Register on smile.amazon to have amazon donate a fraction of your purchase price to our 
school!  “PTSA Connecticut Congress Bowers School PTA” 
 
Thank you for your continued support! 
 
Bowers Elementary PTA 
Liz Culver, President  
Chrissy Gray, Secretary 
Kristine Brewer, Treasurer 
Deanna Sokola, Community Relations 
  

mailto:bowersschoolpta@gmail.com
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